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Mr.  Mayor,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

There  are  over  a thousand  elderly  people  living  in  Abergavenny 
today,  i.e.  men  and  women  over  the  present  pension  age  of  65  and  60 
years  respectively.  The  number  has  more  or  less  doubled  in  the  last 
half  century  and  it  is  reasonable  to  expect  that  the  present  upward 
trend  will  continue  over  the  next  twenty  years  This  remarkable  shift 
in  the  age  pattern  of  our  population,  both  locally  and  nationally 
presents  new  problems  to  those  interested  in  the  health  and  welfare  of 
the  community. 

Many  of  the  pensioners  enjoy  better  health  than  their  pre- 
decessors due  to  advances  in  medical  science  and  improved  environment 
both  social  and  physical.  Increasing  numbers  have  spent  less  hours  at 
strenuous  work  than  did  their  forefathers  and  therefore  potentially  more 
active.  Fortunately,  some  of  them  are  adequately  housed  and  able  to 
look  after  themselves  on  retirement.  Others  can  do  so  with  help  from 
the  family  or  various  local  authority  and/or  voluntary  services.  On 
the  other  hand,  many  of  them  are  living  in  accommodation  that  has 
become  unsuited  to  their  needs  for  one  reason  or  another.  Although 
residential  homes  for  the  aged  will  certainly  be  needed  for  as  long  as  we 
can  see  and  probably  for  increasing  numbers,  the  great  majority  of  the 
elderly  will  continue  to  live  in  their  own  homes.  This  Council 
appreciates  the  need  to  help  old  people  to  do  so,  the  emphasis  having 
changed  from  institutional  to  community  care.  Many  self-contained 
flats  and  bungalows,  without  warden  supervision  have  been  built  by 
the  Council  in  recent  years.  By  1965,  34  pensioners  were  accommo- 
dated in  flats  with  warden  supervision  at  Wellfield  Close  and  initial 
steps  were  taken  to  provide  similar  houses  for  26  more  at  Croesonnen 
Estate.  The  comparatively  new  Abbeyfield  Abergavenny  Society  Ltd. 
were  able  to  offer  accommodation  for  five  others.  At  the  same  time, 
some  of  the  older  houses  are  gradually  being  adapted  to  suit  particular 
needs. 


There  will  be  a growing  need  for  special  accommodation  for  the 
elderly,  because  as  we  know  only  to  well,  old  age  does  not  come  alone. 
For  instance,  the  metabolism  of  the  body  in  old  age  will  not  allow 
any  drastic  drop  in  temperature,  hence  the  need  foran  adequate  even 
temperature  in  all  rooms — the  poor  climate  in  a British  bathroom  is  a 
common  experience  I We  also  know  that  the  elderly  cannot  accommo- 
date to  sudden  changes  in  illumination,  hence  the  need  lor  full  lighting, 
especially  where  there  are  stairs  and  staircases.  Window  height  is 
very  important  particulary  for  the  disabled  and  housebound/  The 
elderly  are  accident  prone  therefore  flooring  deserves  careful  considera- 
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tion  and  whatever  material  is  chosen,  it  should  be  non-slip.  Similarly, 
toilets  and  baths  should  be  provided  with  hand-rails  and  preferably 
baths  should  not  be  more  than  5 feet  in  length.  Cupboards  should 
be  accessible  in  height  and  depth.  In  other  words  housing,  particularly 
for  the  aged  demands  a preventive  rather  than  a ‘casualty’  approach 
if  the  problems  and  difficulties  too  often  experienced  by  the  elderly 
are  to  be  overcome. 

The  infectious  diseases  which  were  responsible  for  the  great 
proportion  of  deaths  in  the  past  have  yielded  place  in  mortality 
tables  to  the  diseases  associated  with  late  age  groups.  More  and  more 
old  people  die  each  year  from  circulatory  diseases  and  cancer  of  all 
types.  Other  disabilities  tend  to  increase  with  advancing  years.  Vision 
begins  to  fail,  until  after  sixty,  only  about  one  in  twenty  people  can 
read  without  glasses.  Hearing  becomes  less  acute.  Giddiness  is 
common  and  a large  majority  of  falls  occurs  after  the  age  of  sixty- 
five  years.  While  many  of  these  conditions  cannot  be  wholly  pre- 
vented, their  onset  can  be  delayed.  Periodic  medical  examinations  at 
geriatric  clinics  could  and  would  contribute  greatly  towards  a healthy 
and  happy  retirement  We  all  know  that  infant  welfare  clinics  have 
played  an  appreciable  part  in  improving  the  health  and  well-being  of 
the  young  so  it  is  reasonable  to  expect  similar  positive  results  in  the 
promotion  of  a healthy  old  age.  We  are  also  increasingly  aware  of 
l he  problems  associated  with  leisure.  In  the  past,  people  either  worked 
until  they  dropped  dead  or  were  overcome  by  chronic  ill-health. 
Today,  more  and  more  are  forced  to  retire  at  a fixed  age.  At  the 
came  time,  their  working  days  have  gradually  become  shorter  and  their 
leisure  time  longer.  Unfortunately,  most  people  are  as  yet  ill-prepared 
for  this  increase  in  leisure  time.  How  many  of  us  are  dependent  on 
mass  media  for  our  sole  means  of  entertainment?  The  proper  use  of 
leisure  could  profitably  be  included  in  the  health  education  programme 
of  a geriatric  clinic. 

The  Council  continues  to  devote  much  time  and  energy  in 
consideration,  diecussing  and  planning  for  the  needs  of  the  population 
in  general.  Preparations  having  been  completed  for  the  proposed  148 
dwellings  at  Croesonnen  Estate,  building  was  actually  commenced  in 
1965,  it  is  believed  that  these  will  provide  homes  for  most  of  those 
on  our  housing  waiting  list,  particularly  families  still  living  in  slum 
properties  and  those  in  overcrowded  conditions  as  well  as  for  the  aged. 
At  the  end  of  the  year,  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  submitted 
official  representations  to  define  five  slum  clearance  areas  in  Mill 
Street.  This  will  mean  that  in  the  near  future  32  people  so  displaced 
will  live  in  decent,  modern  homes  complete  with  baths,  etc.,  possibly 
for  the  first  time  in  their  lives. 

When  the  houses  are  built  it  is  necessary  to  plan  and  provide 
ancillary  but  nevertheless  equally  essential  services.  There  must  be 
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an  available  supply  of  pure  and  wholesome  water  not  only  to  meet 
the  demands  of  new  housing  but  also  those  of  local  industries  as  well 
as  our  modern  way  of  life.  There  are  winds  of  change,  but  so  far  this 
service  has  been  provided  by  the  local  Council  without  excessive  strain 
on  its  resources.  There  must  also  be  a satisfactory  means  of  sewage 
disposal.  Modernisation  of  our  whole  sewerage  system  in  Abergavenny 
is  urgent  if  we  are  to  stop  the  flow  of  crude  se  vage  into  the  River  Usk 
and  who  would  deny  that  this  is  long  overdue?  Eight  new  sludge 
drying  beds  came  into  operation  early  in  the  year.  There  are  plans 
to  overcome  faulty  operations  at  the  works  when  main  electricity 
supplies  fail.  There  are  also  hopes  of  further  remedial  action  as  soon 
as  Ministry  approval  is  obtained. 

These  and  other  services,  provided  by  the  local  authority  and 
operated  by  its  officials,  form  an  essential  part  of  our  physical 
environment.  Whatever  the  the  pattern  of  disease,  a good  physical 
environment  will  always  be  conducive  to  optimum  health. 


Perinatal  Mortality  in  Abergavenny  1959-1985. 


YEAR  NUMBER  OF  FIRST  NUMBER  OF 


PERINATAL 
MORTALITY  RATE 


WEEK  DEATHS 


STILL-BIRTHS 


196 

1964 

1963 

1962 

1961 

1960 

1959 


1 

9 

3 

2 

5 

2 

1 


5 

2 

2 

9 

2 

5 

4 


31.25 

57.8 
30.6 
71.4 
46.1 
51.3 

23.9 


PERINATAL  MORTALITY  (1959-1965) 

Abergavenny  Borough,  Abergavenny  Rural  District 
and  Monmouthshire  County. 


YEAR 


ABERGAVENNY  ABERGAVENNY  MONMOUTHSHIRE 
BOROUGH  RURAL  DISTRICT 


1965 

196 

1963 

1962 

1961 

1960 

1959 


31.25 

57.8 
30.6 
71.4 
46.1 
51.3 

23.9 


42.55 

28.99 

56.7 

32.0 


28.6 


35.98 

37.25 

35.82 

38.85 

39.9 

42.0 

47.7 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

Area  in  Acres 

2397 

2397 

2397 

2397 

2397 

2397 

2397 

2397 

2397 

Population 

8990 

9020 

9030 

9080 

9620 

9700 

9710 

9770 

9790 

Houses  ( including  houses  assessed  with  shops  according  to  the  Rate  Book) 


2933 

2922  3019 

3019 

3073 

3299 

3318 

3356 

3390 

Rateable 

£ 

£ £ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Value  93147 

94194  102019 

104348 

107504 

257195 

266878 

272239 

277483 

Produce  of 

Id.  Rate 

357 

368  388 

405 

413 

1000 

1040 

1050 

1050 

1965 

M.  F. 

Total 

Live  Births 

Legitimate 

89  85 

174 

Illegitimate 

4 9 

13 

Total 

93  94 

187 

Live  Birth  Rate  Borough 

Per  1,000  population  19.1 

Comparability  Factor  -1.1 
Adjusted  Live  Birth  Rate  -19.1  x 1 . 10  = 21 .01. 


County  E.  & W. 

18.68  18.0 

County  19.05 


Still  Births 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


M.  F.  Total 

2 2 4 

0 1 1 


Total  2 
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Still  Birth  Rate  Borough 

Per  1,000  Live  and  still  births  26.04 
Per  1,000  population  0.51 

Deaths  M. 

All  causes  58 


County  E.  & W. 
22.5  15.7 

0.4 

F.  Total 

65  123 


Borough 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population  12.56 

Comparability  Factory  0.98 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  12.56  x 0.98  = 12.26 


County  E.  & W. 
10.9  11.5 

County  12.31 


M.  F.  Total 

Death  from  cancer  10  11  21 

Death  from  lung  cancer  3 0 3 

Death  due  to  Pregnancy,  Child  Birth,  Abortion-Nil. 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  Borough  County 

Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  0 0.59 

Infant  Mortality  Total  1 ( one  male  and  no  females). 
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Infant  Mortality  Rate  Borough  County 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  births)  5.35  21.21 


Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate — first  4 weeks 
(Rate  per  1,000  live  births)  ..  5.35  14.39 


Early  Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate 
(Under  1 week)  ..  5.35  12.27 


Perinatal  Mortality 

(Still  births  and  infant  death  under  1 week) 

per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  31 .25  35.98 


Year. 

Population. 

Live 

Births 

Deaths 

Birth 

Rate 

1931 

8490  (Estimated 

137 

119 

16.10 

1938 

8608  (Census) 

7925  (New  Boroueh) 

115 

108 

14.50 

1939 

7832 

*5 

118 

144 

15.10 

1940 

8407 

122 

149 

14.5 

1941 

8769 

130 

135 

14.6 

1942 

8468 

» * 

134 

113 

18.8 

1943 

8174 

yy 

127 

122 

15.56 

1944 

7931 

yy 

139 

104 

17.5 

1945 

8275 

yy 

141 

120 

17.0 

1946 

8439 

yy 

147 

110 

17.5 

1947 

8427 

yy 

152 

115 

18.0 

1948 

8532 

yy 

146 

138 

17.1 

1949 

8597 

yy 

134 

94 

15.6 

1950 

8534 

yy 

130 

145 

14.4 

1951 

8904 

yy 

161 

157 

18.1 

1952 

9058 

yy 

154 

108 

17.0 

1953 

9070 

yy 

140 

93 

15.4 

1954 

9140 

yy 

143 

100 

15.6 

1955 

8970 

yy 

128 

106 

14.3 

1956 

8910 

yy 

143 

124 

16.05 

1957 

8980 

yy 

131 

112 

14.89 

1958 

9020 

yy 

171 

139 

18.96 

1959 

9030 

yy 

163 

126 

18.05 

1960 

9080 

yy 

151 

114 

16.63 

1961 

9620 

yy 

150 

123 

15.59 

1962 

9700 

yy 

159 

120 

16.39 

1963 

9710 

yy 

187 

143 

18.13 

1964 

9770 

yy 

188 

136 

19.24 

1965 

9790 

yy 

187 

123 

19.1 

E.  & W. 
19.0 


Death 

Rate 

14.01 

13.6 

18.38 

17.7 

15.39 
13.34 
13.34 
13.11 

14.5 

13.03 
13.64 
16.17 

10.9 
16.99 
17.63 

11.9 
10.26 

10.94 

11.8 

13.9 
12.49 

15.4 

13.95 

11.6 
12.27 
12.37 
14.73 

13.9 
12.56 
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Causes  of  Death — 1964  and  1965.  1964 


1965 


Cause  of  Death  Male 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis  . . 1 

Meningococcal  Infection  . . 0 

Malignant  Neoplasm  of  Stomach  2 
Malignant  Neoplasm  of  Breast  0 
Malignant  Neoplasm  of  Lung 

and  Bronchus  . . 6 

Malignant  Neoplasm  of  Uterus  — 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic 
Neoplasm 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 
Diabetes 

Vascular  Lesions  of  nervous 
system 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina 


Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  1 
Other  Heart  Disease  . . 6 

Influenza  . . 0 

Pneumonia  . . 2 

Bronchitis  . . 1 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory 

System  . . 0 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and/or 

Duodenum  . . 0 

Gastritis,  Enteritis,  Diarrhoea  0 
Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  . . 1 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostrate  . . 1 

Congenital  Malformations  . . 1 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 

diseases  . . 9 

Motor  Vehicle  accidents  . . 1 

Suicide  . . 0 

All  other  accidents  . . 1 


8 

0 

1 

9 

17 


Totals  72 


Female  Total  Male  Female  Total 


0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

3 

0 

6 

3 

0 

3 

3 

3 

— 

2 

2 

4 

12 

6 

6 

12 

1 

1 

2 

0 

2 

1 

2 

2 

4 

6 

11 

20 

6 

5 

11 

13 

30 

14 

9 

23 

1 

2 

0 

2 

2 

11 

17 

8 

14 

22 

0 

0 

4 

4 

8 

2 

4 

3 

3 

6 

2 

3 

4 

3 

7 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

2 

3 

1 

0 

1 

5 

14 

0 

7 

7 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

3 

1 

2 

3 

64 

136 

58 

65 

123 

Infectious  Diseases 

Scarlet  Fever  . . . . Nil 

Whooping  Cough  . . . . Nil 

Measles  . . . . 16 

Cerebro-spinal  meninigitis  . . Nil 

Poliomyelitis  . . . . Nil 

Erysipelas  . . . . Nil 

Diphtheria  . . . . Nil 

Encephalitis  . . . . Nil 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia  . . Nil 

Salmonella  Typhimurium  . . Nil 

Dysentery  . . . . Nil 


7 


TUBERCULOSIS 


Notified : Pulmonary  MO  F 0 Non-pulmonary  MO  F 0 

Deaths : Pulmonary  MO  F 0 Non-Pulmonary  MO  F 0 


Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 


(Classified  according 

to  sex 

and 

age) 

Disease 

Sex 

Age 

Age 

Age 

Age  Age 

Total 

0-4 

5-9 

10-14 

15-24  25  plus 

Diphtheria 

Male 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



Female 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

Male 





_ 

_ 

Female 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Menigococcal 

Male 

— 

— 

— 

— 





Fever 

Female 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

Male 

4 

1 







5 

Female 

5 

6 

— 

— 

— 

11 

Whooping  Cough 

Male 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



Female 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Enteric  Fever 

Male 

— 











Female 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Poliomyelitis 

Male 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Female 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

Male 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Female 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

Male 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Female 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Primary 

Male 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

Female 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Salmonella 

Male 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Typhimurium 

Female 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


Age 

Under  1 year 
5-  9 years 
10-14  years 
15-19  years 
20.29  years 
30.39  years 
40.49  years 
50-50  years 
60  and  over 
Total 


New  Cases  and  Mortality,  1965 

NEW  CASES  DEATHS 

Non-  Non- 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Pulmonary 
M F M F M F M F 


Age  groups 


Under  1 year 
1—  four  years 
5-14  years 
15  years  plus 

Total 


Vaccinations  against  Small  Pox 


Number  Vaccinated 


1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

15 

35 

57 

64 

71 

81 

86 

50 

60 

7 

— 

9 

4 

31 

37 

22 

16 

22 

30 

38 

282 

7 

56 

63 

3 

9 

4 

9 

12 

12 

6 

10 

1332 

— 

— 

— 

9 

1 

25 

28 

17 

9 

15 

15 

2564 

3 

2 

1 

. 31 

75 

123 

123 

116 

124 

137 

113 

4238 

17 

58 

73 

In  addition  2 Chil  Iren  (5  14  y s.)  were  re  vaccinated. 


Immunisation  against  Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough 
Number  Immunised. 

Age  Groups  ..  1960  1961  1962  1963  1964  1965 


Under  5 years  ..  109Diph.  121  Diph.  114  Diph.  95  Diph.  160  Diph.  182  Diph. 

78  Whc.  101  Whc.  109  Whc.  95  Wlic.  166  Whc.  183  Whc. 

104  Tetanus  158  Tetanus  182  Tetanus 
5-14  years  ..  260  Diph.  8 Diph.  1 18  Diph.  1 Diph.  5 Diph.  — Diph. 

0 Whc.  129  Whc.  3 Whc.  0 Whc.  8 Whc.  — Whc. 

3 Tetanus  5 Tetanus  6 Tetanus 


Totals  . . 369  Diph.  129  Diph.  118  Diph.  96  Diph.  165  Diph.  188  Diph. 

78  Whc.  230  Whc.  112  Whc.  95  Whc.  174  Whc.  183  Whc. 

109  Tetanus  163  Tetanus  188  Tetanus 


In  addition  to  the  above,  79  children  were  given  “Booster” 
diphtheria  prophylactic  injections,  87  “Booster”  Tetanus  injections 
and  79  “Booster”  Whooping  Cough  injections. 

Yours  faithfully, 

S.  M.  JAMES,  B.SC.,  M.B.,  B.CH.,  D.P.H. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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WATER  SUPPLY 


The  water  supply  for  the  town  continues  to  be  derived  from  the 
reservoir  at  Llwyndu,  supplemented  at  periods  during  the  year  by  a 
supply  from  the  Newport  and  South  Monmouthshire  Water  Board’s 
trunk  main  which  passes  near  the  town. 

The  reservoir  is  fed  from  13  springs  within  the  catchment  area 
of  the  slopes  of  the  Sugar  Loaf,  also  at  periods  during  the  year  from 
the  Kibby  Stream  which  rises  in  this  area. 

The  springs  are  divided  into  two  groups,  the  Lodge  Springs 
and  the  Llwyndu  Springs. 

A further  supply  to  the  reservoir  can  be  provided  by  a borehole 
well  from  which  the  water  can  be  drawn  by  a vertical  electric  pump 
at  a maximum  flow  of  60,000  gallons  per  day. 

Owing  to  the  increased  rainfall  over  those  vital  periods  during 
the  summer  months,  it  was  found  un-necessary  to  bring  in  the 
supplementary  supplies  except  to  a small  degree  during  July,  October 
and  November  following  dry  spells.  The  Llwyndu  springs  maintained 
a fairly  steady  supply  from  an  average  of  150,000  gallons  daily  in 
November  to  a maximum  daily  average  of  240,000  gallons  in 
September  and  December,  with  an  average  daily  supply  over  the 
twelve  months  of  198,000  gallons  per  day. 

The  Lodge  Springs  produced  a good  supply  of  between 

220.000  gallons  and  480,000  gallons  daily  average  except  for  the 
months  of  July,  August  and  November  when  the  supply  fell  to 

60.000  gallons  in  November  and  110,000  gallons  in  July  and  Augnst. 
This  was  consistent  with  a rainfall  of  1.75  inches  in  July  and  1.0 
inch  in  October  and  it  necessited  drawing  on  the  Borehole  during 
July/August  and  November  to  the  extent  of  an  average  daily  intake 
of  40,000  gallons  and  30,000  gallons  in  the  respective  months.  Also 
during  this  period  a daily  average  of  100,000  gallons  in  June,  50,000 
in  July/August  and  30,000  gallons  in  November  were  drawn  from  the 
Kibby  Brook,  while  in  July/August  180,000  gallons  per  day  and  in 
November  200,000  gallons  per  day  were  taken  from  the  Newport  main. 
With  the  exception  of  a couple  of  weeks  in  November  the  reservoir 
was  maintained  at  maximum  level  throughout  the  year. 

The  control  of  wastage  was  exercised  by  the  constant  vigilance 
of  the  Borougn  Engineers  Water  Inspector  and  it  was  reported  that 
during  the  year  103  burst  service  pipes,  164  leaking  ball  valves,  159 
defective  bib  taps,  106  stop  taps  had  been  remedied. 
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The  quality  of  the  water  is  maintain?d  by  chlorination,  the 
level  of  which  is  regularly  checked  by  the  waterworks  attendant. 
11  samples  we  e taken  du'ing  the  year  for  examiiation  by  the 
bacteriologist  and  all  were  found  to  be  highly  satisfactory,  each  result 
showing  no  bacterial  growth. 

The  consumption  of  water  remained  fairly  constant  between 

500.000  gallons  and  540,000  gallons  daily  average  with  the  exception 
of  November  when  the  consumption  reduced  to  a daily  average  of 

475.000  gallons  per  day  or  52.2  gallons  per  head  to  47.5  gallons  per 
head  in  November. 

The  water  from  the  Town’s  reservoir  is  not  plumbo-solvent, 
but  is  very  slightly  zinc-solvent.  Byelaws  have  been  made  prohibiting 
the  use  of  galvanised  iron  pipes  for  water  services. 

Eighteen  dwellings  in  the  town  serving  40  people  are  supplied 
by  stand  pipes.  9,615  persons  living  in  3,255  dwellings  are  supplied  by 
services  direct  to  the  premises. 

15  samples  were  taken  of  private  supplies.  6 showed  to  be  of 
high  purity.  Of  the  9 unsatisfactory  results  letters  were  sent  following 
receipt  of  the  first  results  advising  the  consumers  to  carry  out  boiling, 
or  cleansing  filters  and  in  one  case  to  arrange  for  an  alternative  supply! 
The  results  were  not  consistently  of  high  impurity  but  appeared  to 
be  at  their  highest  during  periods  of  rainfall.  From  the  information 
gathered  during  tne  year  it  is  hoped  that  during  next  year  it  will  be 
possible  to  arrange  for  the  sources  to  be  safeguarded  and  chlorination 

apparatus  to  be  installed  by  the  consumers  to  assure  a continuous 
safe  supply. 


SWIMMING  BATHS 

, , routine  checks  by  the  Baths  Superintendent  ensured  that 

the  quality  of  the . water  was  maintained.  Check  samples  for 
bacteriological  examination  confirmed  this  although  it  was  indicated 
that  the  free  chlorine  content  was  not  as  high  as  it  should  be 


SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

Reports  of  analysis  by  the  River  Authority  indicated  that 
except  for  a very  small  number  of  instances  the  effluent  from  the 
works  was  maintained  at  a satisfactory  level  of  purity. 

bv  theTShPtfaa.nwrd.  obtainedAin  sPite  of  difficulties  encountered 
y Lhe  Sewage  Works  Manager.  Although  the  new  drying  beds  were 

nr!?lP  tn11*1  br°u§ht  into  use>  the  continued  inclement  weather 

LT  n ^he  uV°Tking  of  a routine  Plan  for  emptying  and  refillina 
ecourse  being  had  on  some  occasions  to  pumping  sludge  on  to  a lagoon’ 
or  by  distribution  on  to  neighbouring  farm  lands  § t0  a lagoon 

11 


Some  difficulty  was  also  occasioned  by  the  normal  engineering 
breakdowns  one  can  expect  in  a plant  working  at  high  capacity  but 
which  were  corrected  with  dispatch.  Also  by  electricity  supply  shut 
downs  which  for  varying  periods  brought  the  Works  to  a standstill 
with  subsequent  problems. 

In  this  last  report  the  Council  agreed  to  resolve  this  problem. 
Following  the  advice  of  their  Consultant  Engineers  and  reports  of  the 
experiences  of  the  Sewage  Works  Manager  in  this  respect  it  was 
resolved  that  the  Council  should  invest  in  a generator  of  appropriate 
capacity  with  an  automatic  cut-in  switch  to  take  over  when  the  mains 
supply  fails.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  such  a machine  will  become 
available  in  the  coming  year. 


HOUSING 


Improvement  Grants 

20  requests  were  made  to  the  Council  for  standard  improvement 
grants  and  7 for  discretionary  grants  and  in  one  case  of  the  former 
was  the  applicant  a landlord.  All  the  remainder  were  from  owner- 
occupiers  with  one  exception  when  one  landlord  applied  in  respect  of 
a house  she  proposed  to  let. 

In  all  £2,506  was  paid  in  standard  grants  and  £1,270  in 
discretionary  grants. 

Slum  Clearance 

Ths  work  of  preparing  the  submission  of  Mill  Street  as  a Slum 
Clearance  Area  was  continued  with  increased  acceleration  in  order  to 
keep  pace  with  the  construction  work  at  the  Croesonnen  Farm  Site 
and  it  was  possible  to  present  a representation  to  the  Public  Health 
Committee  at  the  December  meeting. 

Mill  Street  comprises  49  dwellings  of  which  18  have  been 
demolished,  are  dilapidated  or  closed,  leaving  31  occupied  houses  to 
be  vacated,  displacing  34  families  numbering  90  persons. 

The  area  is  complex  in  character  and  for  the  smooth  operation 
of  the  Scheme  to  be  realized,  certain  decisions  of  policy  were  required 
to  be  made.  In  discussing  this  problem  it  was  decided  that  the  area 
be  divided  into  seven  small  areas,  such  areas  as  could  be  conveniently 
grouped  together  being  submitted  as  one  scheme. 

The  merit  of  carrying  out  the  overall  scheme  in  this  way  lies 
in  possibility  of  being  able  to  carry  on  with  one  area  while  others 
may  be  held  up  by  protracted  negotiations,  also  in  the  fact  that  the 
Housing  Management  Committee  need  not  be  pressured  to  make  large 
scale  re-housing  allotments  at  any  one  time. 
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The  scheme  having  been  divided  into  A,  B,  C,  Dl,  D2,  E, 
F and  G areas,  it  was  decided  that  areas  A,  B,  C,  Dl  and  D2  be  taken 
in  the  first  scheme  and  that  the  method  of  clearance  be  by  acquiring  all 
those  dwellings  and  sites  other  than  those  in  the  ownership  of  existing 
businesses  who  desire  to  use  the  domestic  premises  in  their  ownership 
to  extend  their  business  interests  in  accordance  with  the  Town  Plan 
for  light  industry  in  this  Area. 

This  area  forms  one  of  the  schemes  earmarked  for  the  1961-66 
plan  for  Slum  Clearance  and  its  timing  has  been  dictated  by  the 
progress  of  the  council’s  house  building  programme  at  Croesonnen 
Farm  Site. 

In  the  meantime  however  each  opportunity  to  clear  areas  of 
sub-standard  houses  have  been  taken  advantage  of  and  those  owned 
by  the  Council  and  certified  unfit  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  have 
so  been  dealt  with.  In  this  category  the  following  were  included 
Overton  Terrace — 11  houses;  Blorenge  Terrace — 8 houses;  Westgate 
Buildings — 9 houses. 

Only  18  dwellings  remain  outstanding  in  the  five  year  plan  and 
of  these  8 are  being  dealt  with  by  arrangement  and  only  await  the 
rehousing  of  the  occupants  before  demolition  takes  place,  Two  small 
areas  remain  comprising  respectively  5 houses,  4 houses  and  3 houses, 
2 of  which  are  under  Closing  Orders.  These  will  be  dealt  with  as  soon 
as  Mill  Street  is  cleared. 


Be-housing 

The  preliminary  negotiations  and  preparations  for  the  erection 
of  dwellings  at  the  Croesonnen  Estate  having  been  completed  it  was 
possible  to  commence  operations  on  the  construction  of  the  first  phase 
of  the  Scheme,  viz. : 148  dwellings,  comprising  73  houses,  45  flats  and 
30  bungalows.  With  few  exceptions  all  the  properties  were  roofed  by 
the  end  of  December  and  a substantial  number  were  nearing  completion. 
It  would  appear  that  some  buugalows  could  be  completed  very  soon  in 
the  new  year. 


There  were  no  new  houses  completed  during  the  year,  but 
nevertheless,  34  families  were  given  accommodation  by  the  "re-letting 
of  28  houses,  5 flats  and  1 bungalow.  20  families  were  allowed  to 
transfer,  either  by  mutual  agreement  or  because  the  Committee 
considered  a case  for  transfer  existed.  Two  of  the  transfers  were  with 
families  outside  the  Borough. 


21  houses  were  completed  by  private  enterprise. 
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HOUSING  STATISTICS 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year. 

(a)  1 otal  number  of  Dwelling  Houses  inspected  for 
Housing  defects  under  Public  Health  or  Housing 

Acts>  38 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  that  purpose  . . 84 

2.  (a)  Number  of  Dwellings  (included  under  Sub-heading) 

(1)  above  which  are  inspected  and  recorded  under 

the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  . . 68 

(b)  Inspections  made  for  that  purpose  ..  ..  123 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

Houses  in  Clearance  Areas  declared  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1957 

Number  of  Houses  demolished  : — 

Unfit  for  human  habitation  . . . . . . . . Nil 

I ueluded  by  reason  of  bad  arrangement  . . . . . . Nil 

On  land  acquired  under  Section  43  (2)  Housing  Act,  1957  . . Nil 

Persons  Displaces  : — 

From  houses  unfit  for  human  habitation  . . . . . . Nil 

From  houses  included  by  reason  of  bad  arrangement  . . Nil 

From  houses  on  land  acquired  under  Section  43  (2)  Housing 

Act,  1957  . . . . . . . . . . Nil 

Houses  not  in  Clearance  Areas 
Number  of  Houses  demolished  : — 

As  a result  of  formal  or  informal  procedure  under  Section  16 

or  .Section  17  (1)  Housing  Act,  1957  . . . . 3 

Local  Authority  owned  houses  certified  unfit  by  Medical 

Officer  of  Health  . . . . . . . . 8 

Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation  when  action  has  been 

taken  under  Local  Act  . . . . . . . . Nil 

Houses  included  in  unfitness  orders  made  under  para.  2 of  the 
Second  Schedule  in  the  Town  and  Country  Planning 
Act,  1959  . . . . . . . . . . Nil 

Persons  displaced  : — 

From  houses  to  be  demolished  as  a result  of  formal  or  informal 
procedure  under  Section  16  or  Section  17  (1)  Housing 
Act  . . . . . • • • • • • • 3 

From  Local  Authority  owned  houses  certified  by  the  Medical 

Officer  of  Health  . . . . . . . . 20 
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From  houses  unfit  for  human  habitation  where  action  has 

been  taken  under  Local  Acts  . . . . . . Nil 

From  houses  included  in  unfitness  orders  . . . . . . Nil 

Families  Displaced  : — 

From  houses  to  be  demolished  as  a result  of  formal  or  informal 
procedure  under  Section  16  or  Section  17  (1)  Housing 

Act,  1957  . . . . . . . . . . 3 

From  Local  Authority  owned  houses  certified  by  the  Medical 

Officer  of  Health  . . . . . . . . 7 

From  houses  unfit  for  human  habitation  where  action  has 

been  taken  under  the  Local  Acts  . . . . . . Nil 

From  houses  included  in  unfitness  orders  . . . . . . Nil 

Unfit  Houses  Closed 

Number  of  Houses  : — 

Under  Section  16  (1),  17  (1)  and  35  (1)  Housing  Act,  1957,  and 

Section  26  Housing  Act,  1961  . . . . . . Nil 

Under  Sections  17  (3)  and  26  Housing  Act,  1957  . . . . Nil 

Persons  Displaced  : — 

From  Houses  to  be  Closed  : 

Under  Section  16  (1),  17  (1)  and  35  (1)  Housing  Act,  1947,  and 

Section  26  Housing  Act,  1961  . . . . . . Nil 

Under  Sections  17  (3)  and  26  Housing  Act,  1957  . . . . Nil 

Families  Displaced  : — 

From  Houses  to  be  Closed  : 

Under  Sections  16  (4),  17  (1)  and  35  (1)  Housing  Act,  1957,  and 

Section  26  Housing  Act,  1961  . . . . . . Nil 

Under  Sections  17  (3)  and  26  Housing  Act,  1957  . . . . Nil 

Parts  of  Buildings  Closed  under  Section  18  Housing  Act,  1957  : 

Number  of  Houses  . . . . . . . . Nil 

Number  of  Persons  displaced  . . . . . . Nil 

Number  of  Families  displaced  . . . . . . j^il 

Unfit  Dwelling  Houses  made  fit  and  Houses  in  which 
Defects  were  Remedied 

1.  Proceedings  under  Housing  Act  : 

a No.  Informal  Notices  served  . . . . . . Nil 

b No.  Informal  Notices  complied  with  . . . . Nil 

c No.  Notices  served  under  Sections  9,  10,  16,  Housina 

Act,  1957  . . . . . , , 

d No.  remedied  . . . . . . ’ ' ' 
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2.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Act  : 

a Followiig  information  action  No.  remedied  . . . . 21 

b No  Statutory  Notices  served  . . . . . . 3 

c No.  complied  with  (by  owner)  . . . . . . Nil 

d No.  complied  with  by  Local  Authority  . . . . Nil 


Rent  Act,  1957 

Three  application  for  Certificate  of  Disrepair  were  received  during 
the  year. 


Food  Hygiene  Regulations 

Routine  inspections  were  continued  throughout  the  year  and 
same  minor  contraventions  were  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  responsible 
persons  verbally.  No  proceedings  were  instituted. 

FOODSTUFFS  CONDEMNED,  1965 

Canned  Foods 

Meat,  97  tins;  Milk,  18  tins;  Vegetables,  18  tins;  Fruit,  256  tins; 
Soups,  27  tins  ; Fish,  16  tins  ; Tomatoes  140  tins. 

Miscellaneous  Foods 

Cheese,  70-lbs.;  Jam  and  Fruit,  15  cans,  115  packets;  Vegetables, 
28  cans,  143  packets;  Shellfish.  1 cwt ; Fish,  39  packets;  Flour, 
Confectioi.erv,  27-lbs.,  10  packets;  Bacon,  94-lbs.;  IceCream,  166 
packets. 

Meat  and  Offal  from  Sources  Outside  Borough  Area 
Beef,  362-lbs. 

ICE-CREAM 

Of  the  33  premises  registered  with  the  Authority  under  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  1958,  only  three  are  used  for  the  manufacture  of  Ice- 
Cream. 


One  uses  the  Meat  Treatment,  the  other  two  adopting  the  cold 
mix  method. 

All  the  manufacturers  comply  with  the  Ice-Cream  (Heat  Treat- 
ment) Regulations,  1947. 

Nine  samples  cf  ice-cream  were  taken  during  the  year  and 
submitted  for  bacteriological  examination,  and  as  a result  of  such 
examinations  seven  samples  were  Grade  1 and  two  samples  Grade  4. 

RODENT  CONTROL 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  statistics  appended  to  this  report 
extreme  vigilance  continues  to  be  exercised  in  order  that  al  any  signs 
of  an  infestation  of  rodents  immediate  remedial  action  can  be  taken 
to  prevent  a build-up  or  extension  of  the  infestation.  The  public  can 
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greatly  assist  in  this  by  reporting  to  the  Public  Health  Department 
any  such  evidence  they  may  observe. 

The  infestation  of  a premises  can  also  be  discouraged  by  using 
care  in  preventing  accummulations  of  rubbish  which  can  provide  the 
rat  with  a home  or  a restaurant  or  even  both.  All  rubbish  should  be 
kept  in  a properly  constructed  bin  with  a tight  fitting  lid.  Also 
material  capable  of  being  burnt  should  be  so  disposed  of. 

This  applies  particularly  to  business  premises  where  packaging 
material  presents  a problem.  In  premises  where  food  is  sold  or 
prepared,  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  require  that  a sufficient 
number  of  suitably  constructed  bins  must  be  provided. 

The  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department  is  ready  at  all  times 
to  advise  on  the  precautions  to  be  taken. 


Statistically  the  work  of  the  Rodent  Operator  is  hereby  ap- 
pended : — 

Destruction  of  Rats  in  Sewers 

Annual  Treatment,  14th  June  to  25th  June,  1965 

Total  number  of  manholes  in  foul  and  connected  system  . . 305 

Number  baited  . . . . . . . . . . 161 

Number  showing  takes  of  bait  . . . . . . 18 

In  this  treatment  an  anti-coagulant  poison  was  used. 

Surface  Infestations 

Unless  a quick  kill  was  urgently  required  when  zinc  phosphide 
is  used,  surface  infestations  were  controlled  with  Warfarin. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  carried  out : — 

Total  number  of  properties  in  this  area 

All  other,  including  business  properties 


Inspections  : — 

Number  of  Local  Authority  properties  inspected  . . . . 22 

Number  of  Business  properties  inspected  . . . . 133 

Number  private  dwellings  inspected  . . . . . ' 210 

Number  of  agricultural  properties  inspected  . . . . 2 

Othej  types  of  premises  inspected  . . . . 52 

Total  inspections,  including  re-inspections  ..  ..  H80 

Total  number  found  to  be  infested 

By  Rats  . . . . . . . . fil 

By  Mice  . . . . . . . . 24 

Total  number  of  treatments  carried  out  by  Rodent  Operator  85 

Number  of  re-treatments  . . . . . . 27 

Total  number  of  treatments,  including  re-treatments  ..  112 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937  and  1957 


The  following  represents  the  distribution  of  trades  in  the  Borough: 


Agricultural  Machinery  Repairs 

Building  and  Joinery 

Bakery 

Blacksmiths 

Bean  Flour  Products 

Boot  and  Shoe  Repair 

Cellulose  Spraying 

Clock  and  Watch  Repair  . . 

Concrete  Products 

Dry  Cleaners 

Egg  Grading 

Electrical  Repairs  (including  radio) 

Electroplating 

Firewood 

Fish  friers 

Florists 

Gas  Undertaking 
Ice-cream 

Ironworks  and  Engineers 
Meat — small  goods 
Mineral  waters 
Monumental  Masonery 
Motor  Repairs 
Printing 

Paper  Cutting  and  Packing 

Slaughterhouses 

Soft  Toy  Manufacturers  . . 

Sugar  Confectionery 
Textile  Products 
Telephone  Repairs 
Tent  Repairs 
Tinsmiths 

Upholstery  and  French  Polishing 

Welding 

Wool  Staplers 


Number  of 

Mechanical 

With  Power 

Factories 

Power  used 

not  used 

2 

2 

0 

9 

9 

0 

4 

4 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

4 

4 

0 

5 

5 

0 

3 

3 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

2 

2 

0 

5 

0 

5 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

3 

3 

0 

4 

0 

4 

1 

1 

0 

3 

3 

0 

3 

3 

0 

5 

5 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

11 

11 

0 

2 

2 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

3 

3 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

l 

1 

0 

1 

3 

3 

0 

2 

0 

2 

Outworkers  — During  1965  15  outworkers  were  listed,  at  the 
end  of  the  year  only  10  remained  concerned  with  Soft  Toy  (2)  ; 
Wearing  apparel  (2);  Retail  drapery  (3);  Drapers  (1);  Tailoring  (2). 
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Forty  inspections  were  carried  out  and  the  following  is  a 
statement  of  cases  from  which  defects  were  found  : — 


Number  of  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found 


Particulars 


Referred  to  By  H.M. 

Found  Remedied  H.M.  Insp.  Inspector  Prosecutions 


Want  of  Cleanliness  3 3 


0 


0 0 


Overcrowding 

Unreasonable 

Temperature 

Inadequate 

Ventilation 


0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 


0 0 
0 0 
0 0 


Ineffective  Floor  and 
Drainage  0 0 

Sanitary  Convenience — 

(a)  Insufficient  0 0 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

Defective  5 5 


0 

0 

0 


(c)  Not  separate 

for  sexes  2 


2 0 


0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 


OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 

2 shop  premises  were  registered  during  the  year  making  a total 
of  196  registered  premises  at  the  end  of  the  year,  including  36  offices, 
136  retail  shops,  2 wholesale  establishments,  20  catering  establishments 
open  to  the  public  and  2 fuel  depots.  96  premises  were  generally 
inspected  during  the  year  and  152  visits  were  made  for  all  purposes 
by  the  Council’s  two  designated  Officers,  viz. : their  Public  Health 
Inspectors. 

In  most  shops  reasonable  standards  required  by  the  Act  have 
been  provided  and  where  necessary  work  has  been  carried  out  bv  in- 
formal action.  J 
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During  the  latter  part  of  the  yeir  33  special  visits  were  made 
to  assess  the  standard  of  lighting  generally  provided.  Mainly  retail 
shop  premises  were  visited. 

This  type  was  chosen  deliberately  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
whereas  in  offices  and  catering  establishments  the  standard  of  lighting 
is  an  obvious  one,  that  in  warehouses  and  stores  at  the  rear  of  retail 
premises,  being  put  out  of  sight  af  the  public  appears  to  be  of  the 
barest  minimum. 

All  the  new  or  converted  shops  showed  a reading  of 
approximately  50—70  lumens  per  square  foot  in  the  retail  area,  but 
in  the  warehouses  the  range  was  betweeu  5—15  lumens  per  square 
foot. 


In  the  older  shops  the  retail  area  is  usually  lighted  by  pendant 
lamps  giving  an  illumination  of  some  40  lumens  per  square  foot  with 
store-rooms  showing  from  2 — 10  lumens  per  square  foot. 

In  my  opinion  a reasonably  good  standard  of  at  least  20  lumens 
per  square  foot  of  illumination  would  serve  to  prevent  accidents  and 
particularly  in  food  premises  would  assist  in  ensuring  that  stocks  were 
properly  turned  over  in  accordance  with  any  code  marking  designed 
for  this  purpose  and  so  preventing  the  accidental  exposure  for  sale  of 
food  that,  might  be  unsound, 

During  visits  carried  out  in  the  autumn  and  winter  of  last  year 
many  shops  were  found  to  be  below  a reasonable  standard  of  heating. 
It  appeared  in  these  instances  that  insufficient  importance  was  being 
attached  to  the  need  for  such  a standard,  and  that  the  provision  of  a 
thermometer  was  a matter  of  little  importance.  In  some  cases  it  was 
felt  that  the  initial  purchase  of  a thermometer  was  all  that  was 
required  and  that  should  it  become  broken  it  was  not  necessary  to 
replace  it.  This  is,  of  course,  entirely  wrong  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  during  the  next  summer  months  occupiers  of  such  premises  will 
take  the  necessary  steps  to  provide  for  the  coming  winter. 

Three  accidents  were  notified  during  the  year.  Fortunately 
none  were  fatal  nor  were  they  serious.  As  a consequence  some  minor 
discrepencies  were  adjusted  following  informal  discussion. 


SLAUGHTERHOUSE  AND  MEAT  INSPECTION 
Carcases  and  Offal  Inspected  and  Condemned  in  Whole  or  in  Part. 


Cattle 

excl. 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed 

766 

6 

17 

5810 

2093 

— 

Number  inspected 

766 

6 

71 

5810 

2093 

— 

All  Diseases  except  Tuber- 
culosis and  Cysticerci  : 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

146 

2 

3 

107 

59 

Whole  carcases  cond. 

2 

9 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected 

19.0 

40.0 

29.4 

2.0 

2.8 



Tuberculosis  only  : 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned 

— 





Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

38 

Percentages  of  the 
number  inspected 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.8 

_ 

Cysticercosis  : 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by 
refrigeration 

Generalised  totally  and 
condemned 

— 

— 
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Weight  of  meat  and  offal  condemned  as  a result  of  Tubercular 


Infections  : — 

Carcase  meat  . . . . 1 74-Ibs. 

Offal  ..  ..  ..  174- lbs. 

Weight  of  meat  and  offal  condemned  as  a result  of  disease  and 
conditions  other  than  Tuberculosis : — 

Carcase  meat  . . . . 784-lbs. 

Offal  . . . . . . 1851-lbs. 

Total  weight  of  meat  and  offal  condemned  . . 3246-lbs. 


Rain  Gauge 


Month 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 


Rainfall,  1965 

Diameter  of  Funnel,  5-inches. 

I i Above  Ground,  1 foot 

I Height  of  Top 

i 

t Above  Sea  Level,  215  feet. 
Situation  : Bailey  Park. 


Total  Depth  inches 

5.25 
.25 

3.75 
2 25 

3.25 

2.75 
2.50 

1.75 

4.75 
1.0 

5.25 
7.0 


Total  ..  39.75 


I am. 

Madam  Chairman,  Gentlemen  and  Madam, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ROGER  J.  HOWELLS, 

Public  Health  Inspector. 


I 
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